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with that Report? i

Mr. Hedgman. When <- you don't remsmbhar the date of the

Raport?
Mr. paron. T baelleva the date was in May of 1967, and it
was praparad by Scott Breckinridge and Mr. FEarman and Mr.

Groar.

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I know them all. I don't halleve BO.
but I was abroad at that time.
Mr. Dawson. Was the significance of the date in 1967 of

any druat momant?

Mr. Hadgman. 1 was abroad at the time. I didn't raturn

u to the Statss untll July,., T balieve, of 1967.

Mr. haron. Returning now to your discusslons with

Wwhan he came to the Congo, to glva you lethal

biolegical agents for tha assassination of Lumumba, was Lt

I

clear at that time tha't ths means tor administering those

b
?
H
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biclogical agants was (ta inject them into a substanca that was
to be ingested by Lumumba, Whether it ba food, or drink, or
toothpaste, Or any other substance that was to be ingeataed?

Mr. Hedgman. That's my racollection, yui.

that] hrohqht tha lothal biclogical agents with him.

13 that correct?

Mr, Hadgman. 1&5.

Mr. Bdron. And you mentioned yastarday that you heliave
L)

|
3
Mr. Baron. You mentioned that it was your hest ruCollcCtan
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brought them with him in his bag.
Is that right?

Mr. Hadgman. I have a rucollaection that thsy ware in a,

ey {Aras FO2Y ia G000

what do vou call these small carry-on bags liks your Pan Am ban

or Sabina baqg or somathing likae that.

Mr. Baroun. It would not have basn difficult for

te have gotten such aquipment into tha fonao at that

would {t?

‘Mr. Hadgman, NoO.

Mr. Baron. Wera tharws axtanslve Cuntoms checks in the
at zhat timae?

Mr. Hedgman. Thera wers not.

Mr. Baron. Wera there any fus*toms checks at that polat?

HARD B PAUL

Mr. Hedgman. I can't recall, but if so, they ware vary

limited.

Mr. Baron. When you apoke with dld you

ask him bow long the lathal bicloqgical agents would retain their
potency?
Mr. Hedgman., I helieve thern was a convarsation
_e[fﬂct.
“r, Baron. Do you raecall what he said?

Mr. Hedgman. I think {t was fairly short, soms months.

:
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Mr. Baron. They would be lathal only for a fairly short 1

period of tima?
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A pariod of some montha?

t is, I romember bal

I think 1t was less than that,

ng surprised,

n poasibhilities riaht thern.

O e

a g

but I cannot

thinking that

And you sald earlisr that you took thae

afe at the Station.

polaons outpf the safe?

Mr. By

occaslon?

L ] o

Mr. Hfigman.

on.

Mr. Hilgman.

on.

I cannot really

Did you take them

Ho.

And that occasion

Mr. ”quan. Ho. T say no.

recollactid‘
I

that I am

M. T

Whan did you

racall that.

taka the

out on more than ona

{

was --

Not to tha best of my

I want to stress that because {t i3 so lonqg ag

o8t

On.

caertain I did not.

And tha occasion when you did take tha

ol
polasons ouqof the safe was whun you disposed of tham?

Mr.

Mr,

a briefcas

the thingslik

found it d

y
i
-t
!
Lik
in a bushytr

other Mmat

t
Hdgman.

dgman.

or

Yes .

And can you describe the clrcumstances?

an alr bag of some sorc,

and 1

I think that I took them out prohbably

beliwva that

the rubber glovas and the mask wura thrown away

or somathinag whare,

mattuer that much., I
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Mr. Barcn. The blological agents?
Mr. Hedgman. Yaes, although thay, by that time they would,

the potancy would have expirad. Dut, they didn't seam the sort

rrame | Aena TOTT $44 4000

of thing -- I didn't knov enough about it, and I will Dbe damned

t
| .

1f I wanted to leave them lying around.

Mr. Baron. Was this out by the Conqo Rivar that you
buried thaess thinqgs?

Mr. Hadgman. Yas, yes, I think. You xnow, it is my
racollection.

Mr. Baron. Was thia aftaer the arreast of Lumumba, after
fumumba had already heoen placed in protuctive custody so to
s peak?

Mr. Hedgman. By the Conqgoluse, YO mean?

Mr. Baron. Yas.

o
2
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-
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Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I would think so.

Mr. Baron. A&And was it possibla that you walted until

Lumumba's death to dispose of those poisons?
“r . Nadgman. That's posslhlu.- T don't remamber.

M“r. Daron. But you ==

ool ¥

r. Hedgman. They were lonr overdue, whataver it wasg.
. i

1 think, because I bellieve —--

Mr. Baron. Yesterday you stated that it was your recol-

lection that you had not dispossd of the poigons until Lumumba

was succwessfully neutralizad, either by arrest or by death,

=
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TOP SECRET
Mr. Hadgman. I think that probably would he a fair

statemant.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss the assassination mission

Pmghe {Hewa 22, 344 4000

with Dr. Lastaer liouk?

Mr. Hadgiman. NeVer. 1 am (quite sura novw.

Mr. Daron. lHe wWas your nranch Chiaf at that point?

Mr. Hwdgman. l!le was.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss it with flenn Fialds?

Mr. lwdgmas. I don't racall. lio was Acting Chief and
peputy Chief.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall discusalng the ansassination
mission with anyone ¢lse at the Station or ln the Congo other
than thuIOna asset?

-

Mr. Hedgman. Ho. I remambar hearlnq‘Hr. O'Donnalli

4
2
]
&
L
&
L]
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1

commenting on this to --
3

Mr. Daron. ll Hrﬂﬁriﬂm'wml:ﬁ?; 03

Mr. Hedgman. I helimve it was and I was

shocked snd surprised, because f thduéht thia was not the

aort of thing that he should discuss with officers who ware not

i pvelved in this.
. a2

Mr., Baron. What wa3sjp ; joh at that tima?

Mr. Hedgman. !le was under non-of ficial cover and an
agent handler, or not necessarily just the anents, but
d eveloping contacts.

Mr. Baron. And what's his full nama?
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Mr, limdgmean.

| Sr— r’}
Mr. Baren. What did you haar éloonnell asy to{jji%j:ji]

Mr. Hadgman., I don't remember exactly, but {n any case

sit raferred to something about removing Lumumba from == I'm not
surs whathar it was ansasaination or neutralization, but whateverl

it was, Lt swemad to m3 he had gona too far.

Mr. Baron. And had gone too far hocausa it conv;yed the
{dea of assassination?

Mr. lwdgman. Probably, but I cannot ha sura.

Mr. Baron. You indicated sarlier that in mid-Seaptember
there was a coup which affeoctivaly limited Lumumba's pawers in
the Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. And this would have bean vary shortly after

}isited you in the Congo and qgave you tha instruc-

tieon about assassinating Lumumba?

pr. Hedgman. 1 can't be sure whether it was bafore ot
after. That was the 14th of Septumber; that coup took place,
but as you will recall, I cannot be absolutaly certain of whan

1i saw " 1 think it was befores that, but 1 cannot

i
1bc aure.

|

\ Mr. Daron. But it is quits poasible, isn't it, that the
I

|

|
llcoup could have been a major razason why thare wasn't any more

i

l yviqourous action on the sssassination front?

mr. tedgman. Ihat's possible, yes.

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Baron. Is that --
Mr. Nedgman. And I have speculated on that aarliier.

Mr. Baron. Is that a strong possibility to you?

Mr. Hadgman. T just couldn't put it, because I don't

know what the policy mekers, the political leadsrs, the
President, the Directer, what tha Director's policy, the senior
aXgcutive, anyway, wars thinking at that tlima.

Mr. Baron. And you mentioned thathu;tin O'Donneii'was

not particularly active during his period of service in the

Congo?

Mr. Hadgman. He did not seem as active as many of the
other people that I had working for me at that timua.

Mr. Barom. You dldn't rely upon him for major operations
or activities nt.that point, did you?

Mr. YHedgman. Ho. Wall, this ~-- he was sant out more ©fF

less on a special misslon, as I understood it, and I laft him

frea for that.

Mr. Daron. You indicated yeasterday, and 1 would like to

xnow Lf this is still your impression, that the fact that{austih
‘ _ !

1 o'Donnell might not have been active on the assassination
[l

mission may not have been dus to any lack of priority for that
mission, but dua mors to his personal habits of inactiviey?

Mr. Hedgman., Perhaps I don't want te mallan pustin}

don't msan that -- ahouldn't havs commanted on his character oF

his personal hahits, really. I just havae thas impression ha was

TOP SECRET
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not putting his whole hsart and soul into tha effort. He was

an officer with a £eputation for buing gung ho and a vaery hard
workar when I had known him preaviously, soma years previously,
and he seemd quite, certalnly did not ssem that way to me out

therae. .

Mr. Dawson. bid you comment on that to the Agency?

Mr. lledgman. I doubt it, but I cannot bs sure.

Mr. Dawson. Waras you writing his efficlency revort at
the tima?

Mr. Hadgman. He didn't atay leng enough for ma to write
an sfficiency repert. 1 could have written ona if hea stayed
the 90 days or more, amd as the C0S 1 couldd have writtan one
if 1'd wishued.

Mr. Dawson. Dut you chose not to do so?

Mr. Hadgman. I chosa not to, to the best of my recollec-
tion, I did not.

Mr. Daron. Did much of the cablea traffic which you
received from Hgadquartars in relation to the sssassination
mission subserquently become degtroys=d?

Mr. !edgman. 1t is my recollection that hefore leaviny
the Station and tu£hinq over btoc my succassor that 1 dustroyad
that. Perhaps well befora. 1 just can't put a timaframa on
it, but it seemad to me it was not the type of corresnondence

to leave lying about a Station.

Mr. Baron. You lkndicated yestarday that you had raceivad

TOP SECRET




some kind of instructions to dastroy that cable tr;ffic.

Mr. Hqumun. 1 think I =-- I capnot recall exactly what

1 s4id yasterday. Now, when 1 am trying to be a3 pracise as 1

Prcgas (Ares POT) 36 -HOO0

can on the record hare ==

Mr. Daron. FPlease do.

Mr. Hudgman. I think I did, but I cannct be cartaln.

cannot be absolutely. 1 don't know whethur I daid. -

Mr. Baron. Would you hava rucuived thosa instructions

- J—""

verbally from1 jor‘us part of ona of tha cables?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't know.

Mr. bBaron. Would it b standard procedura for a Chief of
Station to dustroy cable traffic ralating to an extremaly

sunsitive oparation like that ona?

Mr. Hudgman. Well, it is standard procedure to keap your
cable files and all other files as amall a8 possible, because

coples of those are retained, of all mesrages are normally

retained in Washington. You try and keep as small a numbar a3

'possiblu on hand so as to permit you to continue working so that

|

you have ready reference, bacause you may have to, in an

e ysncy you may have to burn all of your communications. \
!
1

And balinva me, ,when you have ro yo throudh a burn
sassion, it is very difficult, and it takes tima.
Mr. Daron. Had you avar in your expurlence as chief of

Station in the Conyo destroyed othel cahle traffic bucausz of

210 Fayt Steeet B [ FIC ALY LN oc 20ed)

its axtramaly sansitivae nature?
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Mr. Hedgman. HNo, 1 don't think so. I don't recall doing

so. But I destroyad & graat deal of traffic, bascausé tha Congoc

waa a highly sensitive area in which -~ at one period 1 racall

tne [Hras 207 G4 4 HOOG

wa had all of our files in the burn barrels. 1 mean, when you

wanted a fils, you went over and dug 1t out of the burn barrel.

My. Baron. But the cable traffic relating to the
assassination migsion wasn't dastroyad as a routina matter
becauss it wWas excess traffic, but bacausa of its axtramaly
i sansitive natura?

Mr. lledgman. HNO, that's corruct. i

Mr. Baron.  Did you havse any discusaions of the ansassina-

tion mission with anyond at thus U.S. Embassy?

Mr.lladgman. No, 1 did not.

©
NN o7

wARD h UL

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss tha prospects Of

Al

|
|
|

g

assassinating Patrice Lumumba with the Ambassador in the Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. I am quites sure 1 did not.

{piscussion off the racord.)

Mr. Hedgman, Hay 1 say for the record that rolationships

|

Mr. Baron. Qff the record for a moment. \
i

|

|

]

1

with the Lmbassy were excaptionally gqood. There was almout, ©Or
wo friction, or senie of compatition batwaen the CIA Station and:
the Embassy. The Ambassador wasn axtramely cooparative,

friendly and understanding.

Mr. DRaron. Who was the Ambassador at that tima?

Hadgman. Clare i, T imbarlake.

410 €t Strer b U TRV Tk Y el ~oe rRond
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Mr. Daron. Dld you ever discuss the Lumumba assassination

plan with fIETOTIRCI VGl '33

Mr. Hedgman. MNot to the best of my recollection.

Bopne LAses 2001 3444000

Mr. Baron. ‘ .nl1v€§ is a CIA officer, i3 that

corract? 53

Mr. Hedgman. Yeah. I know him. A

Mr. Baron. Did you have any officlal business wi th] FEToT
'Eﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁwhilu you wers in ths Congo?

Mr. liadyman. Yes. lla came through on a countarintelli-

@nce mission, and I don't racall the datalls at this time.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall whethar he had mentioned that
his mlasion rulated to Project ZRRIFLE or tha devalopment of
aa Executive Action capablility?

Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not recall that.

Mr. Barcn. Would his prolaect have relatad to obtaining

codes by surraptitious means?

Mr. Hadgman. I think it would have been more nearly that,

but I, I cannot affirm this as the case. That was what I think

was probably the casa.

Mr. Baron. Would his project havae involved an assat who
AY

on0

was already in ths Conyo named OIWIN?
Mr. Hedgman. 1 gather from what was said yesterday that
this was the case. T do not recall it.

Mr. Daron. WHave you evar haard of --

410 Taryt Street, S Wavmiapior,. O L

Mr. Hadgman., And Akcama from where he indicated,

—————

o




Smpng |Dros 701 b4 OO

7

s
ol
o

Il
Cma

A

7

S10 F ol Biewdl, 3.6 wraamenston. D <. roood

TOP SECRET
you indicated yasterday QJWIN cams from, andﬁﬂﬂmﬂ%ﬂhaé haan
thera with -~

Mr. Baron. This is a country in Europa?

Mr. Hadgman. Yas, thurafore it's logical.
Mr. Baron. lHave You avar hesard of Project ZRRIFLE?
Mr. Hedgman. Yusterday.

Mr. Daron. Yastarday was the first tima you haard that

Mr. lHasdgman. I think so. And yustarday, I might

spocify, was harae.

Mr. Daron. Being informad by the Ccommittas staff?
Mr. Hadgman. Yus.

Mr. DBaron. Have you 8ver haard of Fxacutive action?

Mr. Hedgman. I have heard those, that term used, and 1

don't quite == 1 think more in nawspapers or more recantly thas

in the past, but it is possible that I heard it.

Mr. Daron. I8 Fxacutive Actlon usad at the CIA as &
H auphemlsin for assassination of foreign leaders?
2
“ Mr. Hedgman. It has baen so alleged. 1 never heard
\
- to my knowladge use it.

Mr. Maron. Ware you aware of a Projmct at the CIA to
duvalop maans - strike that.

To duvaelop the capability of carrying out asaassinations

foraign leaders?

Mr. Hedgman. NoObt until I talked with the Committea staff

{
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